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SUBJECT: GDR INSTRUMENT OF ACCESSION TO IMCO 

CONVENTION ON LOAD LINES 

REE: BONNA-628, DECEMBER 31, 1974 

1 . UK BONN GROUP REP (CROMARTIE) HAS RAISED MATTER OF 
GDR ACCESSION TO 1966 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON LOAD 
LINES. THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE INTER-GOVERN- 
MENTAL MARITIME CONSULTATIVE ORGANIZATION (IMCO) HAS 
CIRCULATED THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT WHICH ACCOMPANIED 
THE GDR INSTRUMENT OE ACCESSION, DATED 15 MAY 1975. 

BEGIN TEXT: WITH REGARD TO THE APPLICATION TO BERLIN 
(WEST) OE THE CONVENTION THE GOVERNMENT OE THE GERMAN 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC STATES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT OE 3 SEPTEMBER 1971 BETWEEN THE 
GOVERNMENTS OE THE UNION OE SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS, 
THE UNITED KINGDOM OE GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN 
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IRELAND, THE UNITED STATES OE AMERICA AND THE FRENCH 
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REPUBLIC THAT BERLIN (WEST) IS NO CONSTITUENT PART OF 
THE EEDERAL REPUBLIC OP GERMANY AND MUST NOT BE 
GOVERNED BY IT. CONSEQUENTLY, THE STATEMENT OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY THAT THE 
CONVENTION APPLIES ALSO TO THE "LAND BERLIN" IS 
CONTRARY TO THE QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT AND CAN HAVE NO 
LEGAL EPPECT. END TEXT. 

2. DRAWING ON THE LANGUAGE OP OMNIBUS REPLY CONTAINED 
IN CATEGORY II. L OP REPAIR, BONN GROUP ON JULY 31 
REACHED AD REP AGREEMENT ON THE POLLOWING REPLY: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

3. THE GOVERNMENT OF HAS THE HONOR TO REFER 

TO THE NOTE OF 23 MAY 1975 FROM THE SECRETARY GENERAL 
OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL MARITIME CONSULTATIVE 
ORGANIZATION ABOUT THE DEPOSIT OF AN INSTRUMENT OF 
ACCESSION BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC TO THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON LOAD 
LINES. 

4 WITH REGARD TO THE FIRST STATEMENT BY THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THE GDR QUOTED IN THE ABOVE MENTIONED NOTE, THE 
GOVERNMENT OF . . . WISHES TO POINT OUT THAT THE GERMAN 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC IS NOT A PARTY TO THE QUADRIPARTITE 
AGREEMENT OF 3 SEPTEMBER 1971 WHICH WAS CONCLUDED IN 
BERLIN BY THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC, THE 
UNION OF THE SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS, THE UNITED 
KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN 
IRELAND AND OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, AND IS NOT 
THEREFORE COMPETENT TO COMMENT AUTHORITATIVELY ON ITS 
PROVISIONS. 
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5 THE QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT DOES NOT IMPOSE ANY 
REQUIREMENT REGARDING TERMINOLOGY TO BE USED BY THE 
EEDERAL REPUBLIC OP GERMANY WHEN EXTENDING TO THE 
WESTERN SECTORS OP BERLIN TREATIES OR AGREEMENTS TO 
WHICH IT HAS BECOME A PARTY NOR, OP COURSE, DOES THE 
AGREEMENT APPECT TERMINOLOGY USED IN THE PAST. IN ANY 
CASE THE USE BY THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY OP THE 
TERMINOLOGY MENTIONED IN THE NOTES UNDER REPERENCE CAN 
IN NO WAY APFECT QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENTS OR 
DECISIONS RELATING TO BERLIN. 

6. . CONSEQUENTLY THE VALIDITY OP THE BERLIN 
DECLARATION MADE BY THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OP GERMANY IS 
UNAPFECTED BY THE USE OP THIS TERMINOLOGY. 

7. THE GOVERNMENT OF DOES NOT CONSIDER IT 

NECESSARY, TO RESPOND TO ANY PURTHER COMMUNICATIONS OP 
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A SIMILAR NATURE BY STATES WHICH ARE NOT 
SIGNATORIES TO THE QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT. THIS 
SHOULD NOT BE TAKEN TO IMPLY ANY CHANGE IN THE POSITION 
OP THE GOVERNMENT IN THIS MATTER. 

8 .. THE GOVERNMENT OP WOULD BE GRATEPUL IF 

THE SECRETARY GENERAL COULD ENSURE THE DISTRIBUTION 
OP THIS COMMUNICATION TO THE GOVERNMENTS OF ALL STATES 
WHICH HAVE ACCEDED TO THE IMCO. END TEXT. 

9. AS IMCO IS LOCATED IN LONDON, UK REPS WILL SEEK 
VIEWS OP ECO AS TO WHICH OP THE ALLIES SHOULD REPLY TO 
THE NOTE PROM THE IMCO SECGEN AND WHERE IT SHOULD BE 
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DONE. 

10. .. ACTION REQUESTED: DEPARTMENT'S CONCURRENCE IN 
AD REE REPLY ABOVE. 

HILLENBRAND 
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